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category 'other cattle', however, includes not only cattle kept for
beef production but also young animals destined eventually to
become dairy cows. Of the total of 14,757, onty 4>*6* were classified
as being over 2 years old and therefore to be regarded definitely as
kept for the production of beef. It may be estimated that the ratio
of dairy to beef cattle was as two to one.
The district is not one in which sheep play an important part in
the agricultural economy.
The range in the number of pigs per 100 acres of crops and grass
in the individual parishes was very wide. Rather more pigs were kept
in Berkshire than in Oxfordshire. There does not appear to be any
definite relationship between the distribution of the pig population
and either the distribution of crops or of live stock, but it seems
probable that pigs are kept most commonly on the small-size
holdings.
The poultry densities vary from 14-0 in Brighthampton to 631-0
in the combined parishes of Kidlington, Water Eaton, and Thrup. It
is difficult to assign any reason for the parish distribution of numbers,
but there appears to be a tendency to keep rather more on the smaller
holdings.
Smallholdings and landowner ship*
The average size of holding is krger in the Survey Area than in
England and Wales, the figures for 1933 being 107*6 acres per hold-
ing in the Area as compared with 647 acres per holding in England
and Wales. This, however, is for the most part a natural consequence
of the comparative infertility of the soil in many parts of the Area.
As average yields are low, a farmer cannot produce enough to earn
a livelihood unless he farms more acres than would be necessary on
more fertile soil.
The Survey Area does not include any of the krger smallholdings
schemes promoted by the county council of either Berkshire or
Oxfordshire. With the exception of a group of holdings in Ascot,
such smallholdings as have been established have been scattered and
isokted, usually small parcels of accommodation land, unprovided
with houses.
• There is little avaikble evidence about the ownership of the farms
in the Area. In the 66 parishes included in the Survey there
were 16 in which less than 25 per cent* of the land was in the hands
of one owner, 28 in which between 25 per cent, and 60 per cent, was
owned by one person, and 22 in which 60 per cent, or more was in
the hands of one landlord. On the average, therefore, about 50 per
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